
The Church of the 
Poor, through the Basic 
Ecclesial Communities, 
proclaims the majesty of 
God as the only Liberator 
of humanity and creation 
by obeying the will of the 
Father: love of God, love of 
neighbor and stewardship 
of creation.

Today we celebrate in the Philippine 
Church of 2016 the Feast of Sto. Nino, 
dedicated to Holy Childhood of Jesus 
and the children. This week we will 
also pray for Christian Unity.  Our 
theme for this Sunday is: inculturation 
as ‘the intimate transformation of 
authentic cultural values through 
their integration in Christianity and 
the insertion of Christianity in the 
various human cultures. With this 
theme, let us reflect on “A Renewed 
Integral Evangelization” with PCP-
II, when it says:

“PART III. A RENEWED 
INTEGRAL EVANGELIZATION
A. ANNOUNCING A MESSAGE 
OF SALVATION

“6. Inculturation

(202)  This brings us to the vital 
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question of inculturation.  Pope 
John Paul II describes inculturation 
as ‘the intimate transformation of 
authentic cultural values through their 
integration in Christianity and the 
insertion of Christianity in the various 
human cultures.’ Acknowledging the 
urgent need for this at present, he 
likewise recognizes that it is a difficult 
process.

(203) In the process of inculturation 
the Church and the culture of a people 
interact.  The Church introduces the 
Gospel into the life of the people.  
Without in any way changing the 
Gospel’s substance, the Church needs 
to present it in such a way that the 
people will be able to appreciate its 
true meaning and be in a position to 
accept or reject it, or, having accepted 
it, may be able to assimilate it more 
fully into their lives.

Points for Reflection: Why is the 
vernacular language preferred to 
the Latin in the celebration of the 
Eucharist and other liturgical and 
sacramental celebrations?  Why do 
you prefer to listen to the proclamation 
of the Gospel in the tongue you are at 
home with? How do you make the 
Holy Childhood of Jesus the model 
of the holy childhood of your children 
and youth?
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Entrance Antiphon: (Ps 66 (65): 4)
All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, 
shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Introductory Rites
P: In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: And with your spirit.

Introduction and Welcome  
P:  Dear brothers and sisters: on this 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
the Feast of the Holy Child, let us 
continue to ask God’s special grace 
to be aware of our Christian and 
Catholic heritage as the prophetic 
conscience of our people.  Today 
let us especially ask the grace of 
holiness for our children and our 
youth, the holiness modeled after the 
holiness of Jesus: love of God, love 
of neighbor, loving stewardship of 
creation.  Let us tell ourselves: this is 
the way to obey the Father.

Penitential Act
P: And so, dear brothers and sisters, 
P: Brethren (brothers and sisters), 
to prepare ourselves to celebrate 
worthily these sacred mysteries, let 
us now acknowledge our sins, and 
ask God for pardon and strength:  
P:  Lord Jesus, you are the only 
liberator of humanity and creation. 
Lord, have mercy.
C:  Lord, have mercy.
P:  Christ Jesus, you are the face of 
God’s compassion for humanity and 
creation.  Christ, have mercy.
C:  Christ, have mercy.

P:  Lord Jesus, you are obedient to the 
will of the Father, even unto death. 
Lord, have mercy.
C:  Lord, have mercy.
P: May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us 
to everlasting life.
C:  Amen.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest Glory 
to God in the Highest! And on earth 
peace to people of good will. We praise 
you, we bless you, we adore you, we 
glorify you, we give you thanks for 
your great glory, Lord God, heavenly 
King, O God, Almighty Father.  Lord 
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the 
Father, you take away the sins of the 
world,  have mercy on us; you take 
away the sins of the world,  receive 
our prayer; you are seated at the right 
hand of the Father,  have mercy on 
us. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, you alone are 
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen.

Collect
P: Let us pray:  Almighty God, 
your only Son, begotten from all 
ages, humbled himself as a child 
in Nazareth and became subject to 
Mary and Joseph. Grant that we may 
learn from his example to embrace 
your will in all things and, holding 
fast to the dignity of all, serve our 
lowly brothers and sisters with open 
hands and gentle heart.  We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
and ever.
C:  Amen. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: Is 9:1-6
L:  A reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; upon those 
who dwelt in the land of gloom a 
light has shone. You have brought 
them abundant joy and great 
rejoicing, as they rejoice before you 
as at the harvest, as people make 
merry when dividing spoils. For the 
yoke that burdened them, the pole on 
their shoulder, and the rod of their 
taskmaster you have smashed, as on 
the day of Midian. For every boot 
that tramped in battle, every cloak 
rolled in blood, will be burned as 
fuel for flames.  For a child is born 
to us, a son is given us; upon his 
shoulder dominion rests. They name 
him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 
His dominion is vast and forever 
peaceful. He will rule as David’s 
successor, basing his power on right 
and justice, from now until the end 
of time. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will do this!

L:  The Word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Commentary on Is 9:1-6:    
This is part of a short poem that 
started at 8:23b and culminated with 
9:1-6. After a grim description of 
what was happening to the Kingdoms 
of Juda and Israel in the North, Isaiah 
now asserts a messianic prophecy, a 
prophetic liberation.  In the midst of 
destruction and ruin, Isaiah rises up 
to condemn what went wrong and to 
praise what would be going right. The 
messiah has been born: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  The call to 

the future is this: only our submission 
to the power of God will bring about 
a just order for humanity.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 97:1.2-3. 
3-4. 5-6 
R. The Lord is king; let the earth 
rejoice; 
Let the many isles be glad. Clouds and 
darkness are round about him, justice 
and judgment are the foundation of 
his throne. 
R. The Lord is king; let the earth 
rejoice.
Fire goes before him and consumes 
his foes round about. The earth sees 
and trembles. His lightnings illumine 
the world. 
R. The Lord is king; let the earth 
rejoice. 
The mountains melt like wax before 
the Lord, before the Lord of all the 
earth.  The heavens proclaim his 
justice, and all peoples see his glory.
R. The Lord is king; let the earth 
rejoice. 

Commentary on Ps 97:1.2-3. 3-4. 
5-6:
This is a hymn to the divine majesty.  
The psalmist joins in the judgment 
against idols and the wicked. With 
the opening introduction on “God 
reins”, the poem now moves: God is 
the divine majesty and everyone is 
invited to give him praises. The earth 
trembles like the times past when 
God showed himself to the people. 
The heavens proclaim his justice, and 
the people meditate on his glory.

Second Reading: Eph 1:3-6. 15-18
L:  A reading from the Letter of 
Paul to the Ephesians

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavens, as he chose us in him, 
before the foundation of the world, to 
be holy and without blemish before 
him. In love he destined us for adoption 
to himself through Jesus Christ, in 
accord with the favor of his will, for the 
praise of the glory of his grace that he 
granted us in the beloved. Therefore, I, 
too, hearing of your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and of your love for all the holy 
ones, do not cease giving thanks for 
you, remembering you in my prayers.  
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, give you a Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation resulting in 
knowledge of him. May the eyes of 
your hearts be enlightened, that you 
may know what is the hope that belongs 
to his call, what are the riches of glory 
in his inheritance among the holy ones.

L:  The Word of the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God. 

Commentary on Eph 1:3-6. 15-18
These are the blessings with which 
Paul opens his letter to the Christian 
community at Ephesus. In one breath, 
he covers all the blessings, in a pre-
baptismal setting, where those to 
be baptized share their joy with the 
Christian community.  At the eventual 
baptism, Paul contemplates on the 
real consequences of the new life in 
Christ. In the same vein, Paul follows 
this up with his grateful prayers for the 
community, with the conviction that the 
reality of Christian life rests in loving 
God and loving one’s neighbor.

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52
P:  The Lord be with you.
C:  And with your spirit.
P:  A reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to Luke.
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Each year Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, and 
when he was twelve years old, they went 
up according to festival custom. After 
they had completed its days, as they 
were returning, the boy Jesus remained 
behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 
not know it. Thinking that he was in the 
caravan, they journeyed for a day and 
looked for him among their relatives and 
acquaintances, but not finding him, they 
returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
After three days they found him in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions, and all who heard him 
were astounded at his understanding and 
his answers. When his parents saw him, 
they were astonished, and his mother 
said to him, “Son, why have you done 
this to us? Your father and I have been 
looking for you with great anxiety.” And 
he said to them, “Why were you looking 
for me? Did you not know that I must 
be in my Father’s house?” But they did 
not understand what he said to them. 
He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and 
his mother kept all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom 
and age and favor before God and man.

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Lord Jesus Christ.

Commentary on Luke 2:41-52
There are two central scenes in this 
drama of the parents’ finding Jesus in the 
temple.  The first is Jesus’ inter-action 
with the temple authorities; the second, 
his conversation with his parents.  The 
first shows the divine parentage of 
Jesus; the second his destiny is defined 
by doing the will of his Father.  Mary 
keeps these things in her heart: she does 
not understand for now.  Jesus obeys 
the will of the Father by obeying to join 
his family of Mary and Joseph on earth.  
Under their care as parents, he will grow 
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in wisdom, in stature, and in grace before 
God and humanity: a picture of an ancient 
hero or God! 

Homily: The Church of the 
Poor, through the Basic Ecclesial 
Communities, proclaims the majesty of 
God as the only Liberator of humanity 
and creation by obeying the will of the 
Father: love of God, love of neighbor 
and stewardship of creation.

Summary 
of the 

Sunday 
Reading 
Message

Concrete 
description 
of the poor 

people 
and their 
situation

Reflection/
Points for 
reflection/

Call/
Challenge

The Church 
of the Poor, 
through the 
Basic Eccle-
sial Com-
munities, 
proclaims 
the majesty 
of God as 
the only 
Liberator of 
humanity 
and creation 
by obeying 
the will of 
the Father: 
love of 
God, love 
of neighbor 
and stew-
ardship of 
creation.

Study care-
fully the 
phenomena 
of climate 
change and 
environmen-
tal destruc-
tion in the 
context of 
mining, log-
ging, quar-
rying and 
commercial 
plantations.  
Who lose 
from these 
business 
projects? 
Who profit? 
Study care-
fully Pope 
Francis’ 
Laudato si 
and Year of 
Mercy. 

“Incultura-
tion is ‘the 
intimate 
transforma-
tion of au-
thentic cul-
tural values 
through their 
integration 
in Christian-
ity and the 
insertion of 
Christianity 
in the vari-
ous human 
cultures.’” 
God’s will 
is shown in 
Creation’s 
needs.

Profession of Faith
A:  I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the 

Father before all ages.  God from 
God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; through 
him all things were made.  For us men 
and for our salvation  he came down 
from heaven,  and by the Holy Spirit 
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate,  he suffered death and 
was buried,  and rose again on the third 
day  in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead and his kingdom will have 
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. I confess one 
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 
I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful:
P:  Dear sisters and brothers, let us 
humbly and confidently raise our voices 
in prayer to our heavenly Father.  For 
every prayer let our response be: Lord, 
help us to be obedient to the Father.
R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to the 
Father.
L:  Let us pray for the Church: that, 
being a Church of the Poor spread 
all over the world, she may continue 
to share the mission of Jesus that 
proclaims the majesty of God as the 
only Liberator of humanity and creation 
by obeying the will of the Father such 
as love of God, love of neighbor and 
loving stewardship of creation as the 
basis of Christian Unity.  Let us pray 
to the Lord.  
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R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to 
the Father.
L:  For our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, for the bishops, priests, 
deacons, for those in consecrated 
life and for all those who are 
entrusted with the care and 
administration of the church as 
People of God: that they may 
continue to inspire people to find 
alternative common solutions to 
climate change and environmental 
destruction through rejection of the 
neo-liberal capitalist greed that has 
fundamentally caused this modern 
calamity. Let us pray to the Lord.
R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to 
the Father.
L:  For world leaders and all those 
entrusted with governance and 
administration of the goods of the 
earth: that they make laws, policies 
and structures that promote genuine 
care for Creation and the welfare 
of children and youth, especially 
those who fall to child labor, child 
trafficking in all its forms and child 
abuse and molestation.  Let us pray 
to the Lord.
R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to 
the Father.
L:  For all of us, inhabitants of the 
earth and citizens of heaven:  that 
we may live our lives according to 
the values of the new life lived in 
common by joyfully establishing 
and supporting institutions of care 
for our children and youth and by 
inspiring them to aspire for the 
holiness of the Holy Child. Let us 
pray to the Lord.
R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to 
the Father.
L:  For our beloved dead:  that in 
the forgiveness of their sins, they 
may find eternal rest in the heart of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
Let us pray to the Lord.

R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to the 
Father.
L:  For our special intentions, in the 
silence of our hearts. (pause)… Let us 
pray to the Lord.
R:  Lord, help us to be obedient to the 
Father.
P:  Lord, these are the prayers we 
present to you today. In this ordinary 
time, help us to love you and know 
you more, by encountering you alive 
in our lives and in creation, yesterday, 
today and tomorrow.  Make us holy 
and models of holiness by loving you 
and our neighbor, and by asserting 
our mission as loving stewards of 
creation, our common home. Mold us 
to become the gentle but firm hearts of 
your heart in the world.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.
R: Amen 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Preparation of the Altar and the 
Gifts 
P:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all 
creation, ….
C: Blessed be God forever. 
P: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), 
that my sacrifice and yours may 
be acceptable to God, the almighty 
Father.
C:  May the Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands for the praise and glory 
of his name, for our good and the good 
of all his holy Church.

Prayer over the Offerings   
P:  Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that 
we may participate worthily in these 
mysteries, for whenever the memorial 
of this sacrifice is celebrated the work 
of our redemption is accomplished. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

Prayer of the Eucharist
P:  The Lord be with you. 



C:  And with your spirit.
P:  Lift up your hearts.
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord 
our God.
C:  It is right and just.

P:  It is truly right and just, our 
duty and our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God, through Christ our 
Lord.

For out of compassion for the 
waywardness that is ours, he 
humbled himself and was born of 
the Virgin; by the passion of the 
Cross he freed us from unending 
death, and by rising from the dead 
he gave us life eternal.

And so, with Angels and 
Archangels, with Thrones and 
Dominions, and with all the hosts 
and Powers of heaven, we sing the 
hymn of your glory, as without end 
we acclaim:

A: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of 
hosts.  Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest.

Acclamation
P:  The mystery of faith.  

Save us, Savior of the world, by 
your Cross and Resurrection you 
have set us free.

(Concluding the Eucharistic 
Prayer, the priest says:) 
Through him, and with him, and in 
him, O God, almighty Father, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit,  all glory 
and honor is yours, for ever and 
ever.
C:  Amen.

Communion Rite 
The Lord’s Prayer

Doxology
C:For yours is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever 
and ever.

Sign of Peace 
P:Lord Jesus Christ, who said to 
your Apostles; Peace … Who live 
and reign for ever and ever.
C:  Amen.
P: The peace of the Lord be with 
you always.
C: And with your spirit.
P:  Let us offer each other the sign 
of peace.

Breaking of the Bread 
A:  Lamb of God, you take away the 
sins of the world … grant us peace.

Communion 
P:  Behold the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those called to 
the supper of the Lamb.
A:  Lord, I am not worthy that you 
should enter under my roof, but 
only say the word and my soul shall 
be healed.

Communion Antiphon: (Cf. Ps 23 
(22): 5)
You have prepared a table before 
me, and how precious is the chalice 
that quenches my thirst. 

Prayer after Communion
P: Let us pray:  Pour on us, O Lord, 
the Spirit of your love, and in your 
kindness make those you have 
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nourished by this one heavenly Bread 
one in mind and heart. Through Christ 
our Lord.
C:  Amen.

Final Blessing
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

P:  Bow down for the blessing: May the 
Lord bless you and keep you.
C:  Amen.

P:  May almighty God bless you in 
his kindness and pour out his saving 
wisdom upon you.
C:  Amen.

P:  May he nourish you always with 
the teachings of the faith and make you 
persevere in holy deeds.
C:  Amen.

P:  May he turn your steps towards 
himself and show you the path of 
charity and peace.
C:  Amen.

P: And may the blessings of almighty 
God, + the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, come down upon you and 
remain with you forever.
C:  Amen.

Dismissal
P: Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by 
your life. 
C:  Thanks be to God.

Join Fr. Ben Alforque, MSC of the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart in 

GOSPEL BREAK, a short yet entertaining 
and insightful discussion of this Sunday’s 
Gospel on YouTube. 
Visit gospelbreak.
wordpress.com. Or scan 
this QR code with your 
Smartphone or tablet.

Please help us continue publishing 
this Missalette with your donation.

Any amount is appreciated 
no matter how small.

Thank you!

Account Name: 
Communication Foundation for Asia

Metrobank V-Mapa, Sta. Mesa, Manila 
Branch:

SA# 3306-509-480
BDO Old Sta. Mesa Road, Manila Branch: 

SA# 7090-042-836

Please fax deposit slip to 713-2736
We are located at # 4427 Old Sta. Mesa St., 

Sta. Mesa, Manila        

The Church 
of the Poor, 
through the 

Basic 
Ecclesial 

Communities, 
proclaims the 

majesty of 
God as the only 
Liberator of 
humanity and 
creation by 

obeying the will 
of the Father: 

love of God, love 
of neighbor and 
stewardship of 

creation.


